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News and Views 

On 4 February Cobus 

and I celebrated    

Robbie Burns Nicht 

with 100 fellow     

Rotarians and friends. 

Scottish Rotary    

member and owner of 

Stonehaven, PP Rex 

Anderson (RC of 

Vanderbijlpark)  

hosted an entertaining 

and wonderful event 

albeit on Vaal and not 

on the North Sea! 

The Sinfonia       

Starlight Cruise sails 

out of Durban                   

harbour on 12 March 

about 14:00. We will 

visit the Portuguese Islands, enjoy the shipôs                       

entertainment, attend a Tropical evening event and 

host the last District Conference as D9300.                                  

Unfortunately, some folks did not book timeously 

and have missed the boat! The Sinfonia was fully 

booked by the end of January with 201 Rotarians, 

Rotary Anns and Friends of Rotary on board. 

I am delighted to welcome the Rotary                                    

International Presidentôs Representative, Mike 

Pinson and his wife Mary (USA). PDG Charlie and 

AG Barbs Clemmons (Texas) will also be on board.  

 

The D9300 GSE team that went to Northern India 

(D3050) was led by PP Kerry Joughin (Kyalami). 

On 18 February, the home team delivered an                    

excellent presentation of their trip. The team was 

motivated and proud to share their experiences with 

us. The GSE team from India have enjoyed the 

wonderful D9300 hospitality for the past few 

weeks. We look forward to hearing their                             

presentation on the cruise. I thank all the clubs in 

D9300 for hosting the GSE team from India. 

(l-r) Back row: Pres. David Leigh-Howarth, (Kyalami) PP 

Tom Wheeler, (Jhb North Central) Trevor: middle row:      

PP Ian Cruickshank (Sandown), Kerry (team leader), Jyoti,                      

Minkie and  Richard  

Many clubs have arranged special events to                   

celebrate Rotary Internationalôs 105th anniversary 

on 23 February. Congratulations to the RC of                   

Midrand who inducted six new members on                  

23 February. This is an excellent achievement. 

Till next timeééé.. 

Beth 

It is with sadness that I 

report that PP Alwyn 

Smith (RC of                    

Vereeniging) passed 

away and was laid to rest 

on 5 February. Alwyn 

suffered from throat   

cancer for a number of 

years. Our condolences 

to his family and friends.  

              Exciting times this month! 
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Some four months ago, it 

was discovered that PE 

Ian Fisher (RC of Benoni 

Aurora) was diagnosed 

four brain tumours.  

His condition deteriorated                  

rapidly. Ian passed away 

on 25 February. Our 

thoughts are with Ingrid 

and their children. 
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ANNSô AWARDS 

 

The Anns wonôt 

be having a 

separate awards 

presentation this 

year.  All awards 

will be presented 

at the Oscars 

evening at the 

Turffontein Race 

Course on 

Wednesday 30 

June ï the last 

night as District 

9300. 

Please donôt forget 

that the Anns are 

also eligible for a 

Citation.  The 

criteria is based on 

the following 

projects: 

¶ Water and 

Sanitation 

¶ Health and 

Hunger 

¶ Literacy 

¶ Polio 

¶ Membership 

Hi again ladies, 

We are already in March and only three months left of District 9300. I 

will be sad to see the end of my year. I have had the most wonderful 

support from all of you and when I look back I can only echo a million 

óThank yousô. Even though you have busy schedules, you have supported 

me in my passion for the disabled and many other projects.. 

 

Arrangements are already under way for the wheelchair race this year. 

Because D9400 is so large, this event will be managed by a few clubs as 

a project together with the Greenstone Shopping Centre and the Gauteng 

Provincial Association for persons with disabilities.  To coincide with 

Casual Day (Takkie Tax) which is on Friday 3rd September - the 

wheelchair challenge will be held on 4 September 2010. 

District Governor Ann, Sylvia Knoop saysé.. 

The 37th Westvaal Assembly held at Kariba Ranch on 13 

February was really super. Donning our 1920ôs outfits set the 

scene for Sir Arthur Yarhamôs interesting and amusing 

anecdotes of when he was General Manager at the Ritz Hotel 

in London.  Arthur is to publish a book called óInside the 

Ritzô in a couple of years.  He is quite an amazing character 

and its hard to believe he is 80 years old! 

 

I was privileged to hear Arthur again at the Johannesburg 

South 101ôs óTea at the Ritzô on  20 February.  We were 

asked to wear a hat and there were some really interesting 

creations and a prize was awarded for the prettiest and silliest 

hat. Randburg Anns held a successful Careers day which is 

highlighted in this newsletter.                                                     DGA Sylvia & Linda Stokes 

 

We are expecting 123 queen size and 59 double beds shortly and we will let you know when 

they arrive at the Humanitarian centre.  Linen, soaps, shampoos, slippers etc. are available for 

collection on Thursday mornings from 9:30 to 12:00. The Springs Rotary Anns very kindly 

donated exercise books which can be collected at the centre. 

 

The Germiston Rotary Anns will be hosting the last East Rand conference for District 9300 at 

the Dinwiddie Primary school on 10 April and the Sandton Anns will be hosting the Central 

conference at the German club on 17 April. 

 

My very best wishes go to Francis and Janet for their POETS weekend from 5 to 7 March. I 

am sure that they will have a very exciting year as they lead us into D9400. Please note that 

we wonôt be having posters for judging this year, but if you do have a PowerPoint 

presentation of your projects please let me have them as soon as possible. If you send them to 

me before 2 March, I can also flight your presentations at Discon on the cruise. 

 

Please let me know if you have any projects that you would like me to visit from April 

onwards. 

 

Goodbye until we meet againé... 

 

Sylvia 
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DGE FRANCIS CALLARD  
On 27 January, DGE Francis and DGE Ann Janet returned from the DGEs Assembly in 

San Diego where they spent more than a week meeting their classmates from just over 

500 districts. Francis also attended training on the New Vision with Foundation                    

Chairperson, PDG Greg Stathacopoulos. 

 

Francis has been a Rotarian with a few Rotary clubs in SA but he is currently a member 

of the RC of Northcliff. Janet joined the Rotary Anns. Francis served twice as Club      

President and two terms as Assistant Governor, one as District Governorôs Special Aide 

and two terms as Chairman of the District Events Committee. He has also served on the 

District Membership Committee, District Training Committee, Finance Committee and is 

a Potential Rotary Leadership Seminar (PRLS) presenter.                                                                  

He is also a Knight of the Order of St John. He enjoys reading, music and technology in its many forms. Francis and 

Janet enjoy a happy marriage and they share their home with their animals.                 

DISTRICT 
9400 

This monthõs 

Rotary 

Foundation 

rate is R 7.60  

AGs Training & POETS  & Assembly (D9400) 5-7 March 

Council of Southern & Eastern Africa (COSEA): Kimberley 19-21 March 

Inter-District World Cup Soccer finals End of May 

DGE 9400 Francis & Janet Callard: Induction 27-June 

Year-end for D9300 Oscars Awards 30-June 

Desmond Tutu helps launch Pan-African awareness 

Congratulations and thanks to PR Janey Ball and PDG June Webber in D9350 (Cape Town) for this excellent 

initiative and their hard work. They have done SA proud! In the lead-up to the FIFA World Cup in South                 

Africa this winter, Rotary clubs across Africa are gearing up for the final push to kick polio out of the continent. 

On 23 February, which marks Rotaryôs 105th anniversary, the Pyramid of Khafre, the second largest of the ancient 

Egyptian pyramids of Giza, and the Old Port Captainôs Office, at the Victoria and Alfred Waterfront in Cape Town, 

provided a dramatic backdrop for an equally dramatic message: End Polio Now. Those three words, projected onto 

global monuments worldwide, represent Rotaryôs pledge to rid the world of this crippling and potentially fatal                  

childhood disease that still affects many African children. 

In Cape Town, a Pan-African ñKick Polio Out of Africaò awareness campaign was launched on 23 February with 

the symbolic kicking of a ball signed by Emeritus Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who himself had polio as a child, and 

has joined Rotaryôs campaign as polio goodwill ambassador. From Cape Town, one of the host cities to the 2010 

World Cup, the ball will travel through 22 polio-affected countries to Cairo en route to the Rotary International                 

Convention in Montréal, Canada in June. The journey is being underwritten by DHL Express.  

Good News......A call centre opens for 2010      

tickets    

The FIFA World Cup ticketing sub-committee has opened a call centre to 

assist soccer fans who want buy tickets for the 2010 Soccer World Cup.  

The call centre will operate from 10h30 until 19h30, South African time.  

The call centre will use South African number 083 123 2010 as well as          

international number +41 44583 2010.  



recovery.ô                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Rotarian Claude Surena, head 

of the Haiti Task Force and                    

president of the Haitian Medical    

Association, is sheltering more 

than 100 injured people in his 

damaged home in Port-au-

Prince. His house has become a 

makeshift hospital and medical 

distribution centre. In the past 

few weeks, a barge was hired to 

transport 25 to 35 tons of 

clothes, blankets, folding beds, 

and other items to Haiti 

from Nassau, Bahamas.          

Soldiers from the US Military's 
82nd Airborne Division unload 
ShelterBoxes in Port au Prince, 

Haiti. Photograph:                            
Mark Pearson 

ShelterBox has already                          

delivered more than 3,300                 

containers to Haiti, with another 

1,000 or more scheduled to be 

deployed. óThis is the largest, 

quickest, and most complex            

deployment in our history,ô says 

John Leach, head of operations 

for ShelterBox. óWe                          

organized across four countries 

to get ShelterBoxes to the                 

Rotary clubs and districts 

worldwide are mobilizing       

resources to deliver urgently 

needed relief to the millions 

affected by Haiti's                    

devastating earthquake.     

District 7020, which                   

includes Haiti, has flown in 

55 planes filled with more 

than 50,000 pounds of           

medical  equipment and     

supplies into the cities of    

Pignon and Port-de-Paix to        

bypass logistical  problems in 

the hard-hit capital of                    

Port-au-Prince. The United         

Nations estimates that more 

than half of the buildings in               

the capital have collapsed. 

About 200,000 people are 

dead and millions more 

homeless. 

Clubs in the district have 

raised hundreds of thousands 

of dollars for short- and long-

term recovery. óRotarians are 

incredibly generous and are 

doing what needs to be done,ô 

says McCombe. óWe are    

setting aside some of these             

contributions for long-term            

people of Haiti quickly.ô Each box    

contains a tent that houses 10              

people as well as a stove, blankets, 

and other essential items. 

Doctors have been using supplies 

from the containers to treat the   

injured. Hospitals in the capital city 

are using the tents to provide         

emergency shelter for postoperative 

patients. Thereôs hundreds of   

thousands of people that are        

injured.  

The Rotary Foundation has               

established the Haiti Earthquake 

Relief Fund, a donor advised fund 

primarily for U.S. Rotarians who 

want to donate toward recovery   

efforts. The fund has raised more 

than $120,000 so far. Around the 

world, Rotary clubs, districts, and 

Interact and Rotaract clubs have 

donated directly to ShelterBox. 

 

Tents are being set up for families 
in desperate need of shelter 

____________________________ 

Elda holds her 20 day old 
baby while waiting for   

relief to arrive.                                                                                                                                                 
Photo taken by Mark     
Pearson -  Shelter Box                                                                                                                                                   

Rotarians come to the rescue 

óEND POLIO NOWô                               

CERTIFICATES FOR NEW 

PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS  

 

As of 1 July 2010, Paul Harris Fellow                 

certificates will carry the End Polio 

Now logo for all new Paul Harris                 

Fellows. The special certificates will 

be issued for the duration of Rotaryôs 

US$200 Million Challenge. This                      

recognition can serve as a keepsake 

once polio is eradicated worldwide. 

 

http://www.shelterbox.org/
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/haiti_earthquake_relief_daf_en.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/haiti_earthquake_relief_daf_en.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/haiti_earthquake_relief_daf_en.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/DonorRecognition/IndividualRecognition/Pages/PaulHarrisFellowRecognition.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/DonorRecognition/IndividualRecognition/Pages/PaulHarrisFellowRecognition.aspx


THE ROTARY CLUB OF MORNINGSIDE SPONSORS A NEW INTERACT CLUB  

Interact Chairperson, Lynne 

Ward had the great privilege of 

attending the charter of a new 

Interact Club on 2 February 

2010.  

The Sekolo Sa Borogo School is 

situated in June Street,                         

Bordeaux, Randburg.                                                  

This club was sponsored by the 

RC of  Morningside. 

                                                             

(Left to right front row) PP Ann, Morningside, Judy Parr the organiser and overseer; Youth Exchange student from 

Brazil, Tamlyn Moraes; Lynne Ward, Interact Chair: President Elizer Gangeni and Rtn Greta Du Bois. 

(Back) Paul Mc Pheeôs; Mrs Clowes; Larry Church; Jennifer Clowes and Paul Mc Phee  (Club Interact rep). 

NEW GENERATIONôS CORNER 

Pictured is a very happy Gugu Ngwenya (sponsored 

by RC Blackheath and Rotary District 9300) in Brazil 

with Tamlyn Moraes who is currently being hosted by 

RC Blackheath (STEP) and American long term                  

student from Alaska to Brazil.  

RI SECRETARY ED FUTA REPORTS 

The financial picture for both Rotary International and 

The Rotary Foundation has continued to improve 

since the last update on 30 November. As of 31       

December, net investment returns for the first half of 

the 2009-10 fiscal year are US$13.8 million for RI and 

$71.9 million for the Foundation. Revenues from dues 

and other activities are on budget.  

Total contributions to the Foundation are slightly 

ahead of last year, with a $2 million gain in giving to 

Rotaryôs US$200 Million Challenge offset by a     

similar drop in giving to the Annual Programs Fund. 

Contributions to the challenge passed the halfway 

mark in December and now stand at about 

$109m. Operating reserves have improved                               

significantly. RIôs General Surplus Fund remains well 

above the amount stipulated in the bylaws. The               

Foundationôs operating reserve increased by about 

$38m in the first half of 2009-10, though at negative 

$4 m it is still a cause for concern. Cash flows remain 

positive. It is unlikely that either RI or the Foundation 

will need to sell securities to operate this fiscal year.  

RYLA CAMP: FEBRUARY 2010  

Students waiting to be allocated a room 

Tamlyn (Exchange student) at Victoria Falls: January 2010 

Hosted by AGs Peter & Lynne Ward (RC Blackheath) 

On Thursday 11 February. 58 young students gathered in 

Benoni. They had never met each other before.  They were 

waiting to travel to the eMseni Christian Centre in Benoni.  

The RYLA committee, chaired by Manuel Fernandes  

played various leadership skills games with the students.  

The youngsters made new friends,  shared views and ideas 

and had lots of fun too. A óthank you ó letter is also shown 

herein. 


